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27 April 2009

Mr Bruce Squire QC
Featherston Chambers
PO Box 10-157
Wellington

Dear Mr Bruce Squire QC

WHAIKA TE WHAKAPONO:   Seek for the Truth  —  Follow the Truth

Thank you for your email of 30 March 2009 and refer my email on 15 April 2009 in 
acknowledgement (copies below) 

I will gladly meet you for an interview, Mr Squire;  my intention is to fully cooperate 
with you in that regard 

Please arrange for a video recording of our interview . . .

Thank you

Yours sincerely

Patrick O'Brien
X-Constable 3667
http://obrien.wordpress.com
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From: "O'Brien" 
To: "Featherston Chambers" 
Sent: Wednesday, April 15, 2009
Subject: Re: Letter from Mr R B Squire QC

Dear Featherston Chambers

I acknowledge receipt of 2 x emails from 
Mr Bruce Squire QC (below)

As a courtesy to Mr Squire -- please 
advise him that I will formally respond to 
his letters within 14 days

Currently, I am travelling into a more 
remote part of the South Island and expect 
to lose access to my roaming, wireless 
Internet connection within the next 24 
hours

Thank you . . .

Yours sincerely

Patrick O'Brien
X-Constable 3667
http://obrien.wordpress.com
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----- ORIGINAL MESSAGE -----
From:  Featherston Chambers
To: O’Brien
Date: Monday, 30 March 2009
Subject: Letter from Mr R B Squire QC

Dear Mr O’Brien

RE:     POLICE INQUIRY

As a result of inquiries I have made of the Police and Courts in 
the various districts in which you carried out your under-cover 
duties in 1974 and 1975, I have been able to identify a number of 
cases in which prosecutions were taken as a result of your 
activities as an under-cover Officer.  However, in many cases, 
due to the passage of time, the Court files are incomplete or 
cannot now be located.  Given your response to my email of 9 
December last it would seem that the only cases which may be of 
relevance for the purposes of my inquiry are those in which 
prosecutions were taken for drug offences at which you were 
required to give evidence.  It seems that, in many cases, those 
charged with drug offences as a result of your under-cover 
operations subsequently pleaded guilty to the charges brought 
against them and you were not required to give evidence in those 
cases.

I have listed below, by reference to the areas concerned and the 
times within which you carried out under-cover duties in those 
areas, the various cases which arose as a result of your under-
cover duties.  Because of privacy considerations which may arise 
and because I note that it has been your custom in the past to 
publish on the Internet correspondence you receive from me about 
this inquiry, I have not identified those cases by reference to 
the names of the persons charged but I would be happy to give you 
that information on your undertaking not to publish it for the 
reasons indicated. 

(a)  From 23 June 1974 to approximately 23 August 1974: Auckland

- 5 prosecutions for bookmaking.
- 11 prosecutions for offences for which it appears the persons 
charged pleaded guilty.
- a Supreme Court trial and a Depositions hearing relating to an 
accused charged with the purchase of Hashish.  The trial resulted 
in a guilty verdict being returned.
 
(b)  3 September 1974 to 14 October 1974:  Hamilton

- 17 persons arrested as a result of your undercover duties of 
whom nine were charged with drug offences and proceeded to trial.
 
(c)  13 December 1974 to 24 December 1974:  Dunedin

- Seven people arrested as a result of your under-cover duties. 
Of those only one proceeded to trial on drugs charges.  The Court 
records indicate the remainder pleaded guilty and, in one 
instance, the Court file cannot be located.
 
(d)  8 January 1975 to 8 February 1975 and
     1 May 1975 to 15 June 1975 : Gisborne

- Fourteen people arrested for drug offences as a result of your 
under-cover duties in this area.  Of those, the Court could 
locate the files of only seven of the persons concerned and could 
find no records relating to the others who had apparently been 
arrested.
 
(e)  29 December 1976 to 2 January 1977 :  Nelson

- The records indicate that two persons were arrested for drug 
offences as a result of your activities in this area. 
Unfortunately again, the Court can locate no records relating to 
these persons.
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Subject to inquiries presently being made by the High Court in 
Auckland in relation to two files I have asked the Registrar of 
that Court to locate, if they exist, and one similar inquiry at 
the Dunedin Court, the point has now been reached where I doubt 
that it is likely any further inquiries will locate the files 
which cannot be found.  At this point, subject to you confirming 
you are willing to co-operate, I would like to carry out a 
preliminary interview with you to discuss the information I have 
obtained in terms of the allegations you have made, which have 
led to this inquiry.  If you are willing to be interviewed I 
think I need to make it very clear to you that what you might say 
to me in the course of the interview is not privileged or 
protected in any way, that if in the course of the interview, 
which I propose to record, you admit any criminal offending or 
say anything which might constitute evidence against you of 
criminal offending, that will be available as evidence in the 
event prosecution action subsequently taken against you.  You 
will be aware, of course, that like any other citizen, you have 
the right not to answer questions and not to say anything that 
might incriminate you.  If you elect to take that course, that 
will naturally affect the worth of any interview I might have 
with you but it is important that you have a very clear 
understanding of the implications of what an interview might 
involve and the possible consequences which could arise from it.

I do not know whether you have consulted a Solicitor before 
embarking upon the events which have led to this Inquiry but I 
would strongly recommend that you take the advice of a Solicitor 
before committing yourself to the interview that I propose.  If 
you do not wish to take such advice, or having done so you are 
still willing to be interviewed by me and one other person who I 
will have present to help me record the interview, then I should 
be grateful if you would let me know so that the necessary 
arrangements can be made.

I await your response.

R B Squire QC

----- MESSAGE #2 -----
From: "Featherston Chambers" 
To: "'O'Brien'" 
Sent: Wednesday, April 15, 2009
Subject: FOLLOWING MESSAGE FROM MR R B SQUIRE QC

Dear Mr O'Brien,

RE POLICE INQUIRY

Further to my email of 30 March 2009 I write to correct one aspect 
of the information provided to you in relation to the cases which 
arose as a result of your undercover duties.

In paragraph (c) of that email, I indicated that during the period 
13 December 1974 to 24 December 1974 in Dunedin, seven people were 
arrested as a result of your undercover duties but only one of 
those proceeded to trial on drugs charges. I have since received 
advice from the Registrar of the Dunedin Court that, in fact, the 
one instance in which I indicated drugs
charges proceeded to trial was not correct.

It seems that after initially pleading not guilty to the charges 
laid against him, the person concerned subsequently entered pleas 
of guilty to two charges and one charge was withdrawn.

Bruce Squire QC
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